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of all air technique* They had saturated their opponent.
From that moment on, victory was in Nazi hands. They
had the reserves. These surplus ships would ground the
British.
At this point Goering himself, as Air Marshal, flew over
with his planes. Then, at the moment of victory, the Nazis
stopped coming.
The Spitfires had eight guns in their wings. The German
bombers had only one or two guns in the tail, designed to
get their protection from the guns of the accompanying
Messerschmitts, and thereby increased their bomb load.
But the fundamental which Goering did not know was that
there were not enough remaining Spitfires to absorb the
German reserve.
He stopped the attrition against the Spitfires. And
Hitler lost the Battle of Britain.
Quite apart from Goering not using his reserves when
we know he had them, a poser has accumulated in the
whole Nazi air picture.
Subsequently, the Nazis never demonstrated the air
power expected of a country which had 35,000 planes
before the war and is supposed since to have produced 2700
new planes a month.
They denuded the fields of France and took their planes
out of Italy and Sicily to equip their attack on Russia.
That didn't look necessary in the books. Hitler planned to
fo against Turkey while Mussolini attacked the Balkan
ank in Albania. But when the Italian diversion fizzled
out and Nazi planes went over to the eastern salient, the
Nazis had to call off their side of the pincer movement.
Again, the Luftwaffe couldn't support Rommel in the air
over Libya when the time came without withdrawing planes
from the hard-pressed Russian front.
For a country whose Air Force is big and whose plants
we know are running twenty-four hours a day, these are
strange goings on. The truth is these facts baffle the air
officers of all free armies. " Where is the German Air
Force ? " If you asked fifty people that question, the/ would
think you were a little silly. But if you asked the air-
marshals who operate the United Nations' fleets, they would
say, " Puzzle Number One. Something is cockeyed."